NOVEMBER 2018

1

Warner Bros. has released a new
featurette for Fantastic Beasts:
The Crimes of Grindelwald that
introduces some of the new
magical creatures featured in
the film.
Star Eddie Redmayne, who
plays magizoologist Newt
Scamander, and screenwriter
and Harry Potter creator JK
Rowling describe some of these
new beasts.
“My favorite creature down
in Newt’s basement is the
Kelpie,” says Rowling. “The
only way to tame it is to get a
bridle on it, so we watch Newt
taming the Kelpie.”

Kelpie’s are shapeshifting
aquatic beasts native to Ireland
and Great Britain. The most
famous of these creatures is the
Loch Ness Monster.

“Pickett’s back,” Redmayne
says, referring to Newt’s pet
Bowtruckle. “I have a soft spot
for him. It’s so small and twiglike and sweet.”

“There’s a Zouwu, who’s a
Chinese creature who’s pretty
dumbfounding and can travel
a thousand miles in a day,” star
Redmayne says.

“People will be glad to hear
that the Niffler has had babies,”
Rowling reveals.

“It really does take a Newt
Scamander to contain and look
after that beast,” Rowling adds.
A few fan favorites from the
first Fantastic Beasts and Where
to Find Them movie will be
coming back as well.

“It’s now an entire family of
scene-stealers,” Redmayne
says. “The Nifflers cause a bit of
havoc for Newt, but also help in
so many ways.”
Of the second Fantastic
Beasts film in general,
Redmayne has suggested that
there will be plenty of surprises
and connections to be found for
Harry Potter fans.
“The script is labyrinthian,” the
actor said. “It’s like you’re
going down this maze and
Jo [Rowling] is weaving the
stories together with such
intricacy. Along the way, these
connections to Harry Potter and
secrets are falling at your feet.
“There is one… I got to the end
and my jaw dropped. There was
one thing I didn’t see coming.”
One such surprising connection
is that Claudia Kim is playing
Nagini, Lord Voldemort’s snake
who we now know was a
Maledictus.
Star Dan Fogler has teased that
the second film in the series is
much darker than the first.
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“It reminds me a lot of The
Empire Strikes Back,” Fogler said.
“The first movie is so positive.
It’s sweet and lovely. But this
time everybody is really put
under fire. People are gonna see
this like a 100 times just to get
everything. They’re going to be
going nuts that they have to
wait for the next one.”
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THE CRIMES OF GRINDELWALD
BY SEIJA RANKIN
It’s not often that one gets the chance to pick the brain of the
person who brought Harry Potter into the world. Ahead of
the next installment of the Fantastic Beasts film franchise, the
prolific J.K. Rowling gives us a few hints about what’s to come.

“

1

HEADING INTO FANTASTIC
BEASTS: THE CRIMES OF
GRINDELWALD, WHAT DO WE
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE
TITLE CHARACTER?
The first mention
of Grindelwald is
in Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone, so
he has been part of the
canon from the beginning.
He was a very famous
dark wizard whom
Dumbledore defeated
in 1945, a wizard who
once owned the Elder
Wand (as Voldemort
did later). Although
he remained rather
mysterious in the Potter
books, I had a very clear
understanding of who
Grindelwald was and
what his story had been.
Grindelwald is essential
to an understanding
of how Dumbledore
became Dumbledore.
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WHAT HAS IT BEEN LIKE
WRITING DIALOGUE
FOR A YOUNGER VERSION OF
DUMBLEDORE?
It is no secret that
Dumbledore is my
favorite character in
the Potter stories, so it
was an absolute joy to
have an opportunity to
write dialogue for his
character again. He’s a
fascinating character
on so many levels.
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HOW MUCH OF THE
THREE PLANNED
UPCOMING BEASTS FILMS DO
YOU HAVE MAPPED OUT?
As with the Harry
Potter books, it is all
mapped out. In fact,
when we announced the
five films, I talked about
that. It’s always possible
that some details will
change along the way,
but the arc of the story
is there. It’s been an
amazing opportunity to
tell parts of the backstory
that never made it into
the original books. I’m
thinkingparticularly of one
character that I think fans
will be surprised to meet
in this movie.
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WE’VE BEEN TOLD EACH
BEASTS FILM IS SET IN A
DIFFERENT CITY. CAN YOU
REVEAL ONE OF THE CITIES
FROM ONE OF THE FUTURE
MOVIES?
It’s far too early to spoil
anything. What I can
say is that we’ll go to at
least one new city in the
next film, possibly two,
and I’m keen to move
outside Europe and North
America. But you’ll just
have to wait and see.
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